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From time to time in this space we’ll think about different kinds of fiction, 
sometimes known as genres.  This month let’s take a look at historical fiction. 

What exactly is historical fiction? This category is fiction set in the past– but 
how far in the past? The Historical Novel Soci-
ety uses this measure: the novel must be writ-
ten at least fifty years after the events de-
scribed, or be set in a time before the author’s 
birth. The historical novel is grounded in re-
search, not personal memory of the events de-
picted. 

Many folks read historical fiction out of a desire 
to immerse themselves in another world, to 
travel vicariously in time, or to escape present circumstances. For those read-
ers who want to learn about another time, historical fiction is often more ac-
cessible than the writing of professional historians. Historical fiction can flesh 
out the bare bones of history, and when done right can successfully combine 
reading for pleasure and reading for knowledge. 

If you are a fan of the historical fiction genre, you already know your favorite 
authors. If not, here are a few favorite titles and authors that can be found in 
our library. 

· The Gates of the Alamo, by Stephen Harrington 

· The Immigrants, by Howard Fast 

· Cold Mountain, by Charles Frazier 

· Alaska, Hawaii, Centennial, Texas, and other titles by James Michener 
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On October 20, a group of middle school students interested in library service to our community met in 
the library for the first meeting of our newly formed Youth Advisory Committee. These young volunteers 
will meet a couple of times during the school year to share their ideas for library activities, programs, and 
materials.  This month we made plans for a movie night in the library, November 24. The committee 
members will meet again in January.  In March, the committee, along with staff and volunteers, will take a 
road trip to Barnes and Noble where students will have the opportunity to peruse the shelves and make 
recommendations for future library acquisitions.  Middle school students interested in this project may 
contact the library to find out how to participate. 
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